KCALL MINUTES – approved

Membership Meeting

October 20, 2005

Sonnenschein Nath & Rosenthal

Present were: Linda Wassberg, Debbie Steele, Linda Hammack, Judy Esrig, John Pickett, Sandra Berman, Maria Johnson, Janice Jones, Phill Johnson, Frances Schach, Deborah Showalter-Johnson, Ruth Gervais, Tom Marsh. 
I.  Call to Order

 The meeting was called to order by President Deborah Showalter-Johnson at 12:00 p.m.

II. Approval of Minutes   

The minutes from the August 11th membership meeting were approved without changes.

III.  Board Report   

The agenda states to refer to Old Business for this information.
IV.  Treasurer’s Report   

Treasurer Sandra Berman presented the Treasurer’s report with a balance of $2,282.85.  Expenses included $59.90 for Earthlink Services in September and October, and KCALL’s P.O. Box annual fee of $48.00.  After subtracting the $1,000 reserve fund and estimated expenses of $59.90 for Earthlink from September to December, the available funds are $1,115.05.    

V.  Committee Reports  

A.  Technology Committee (Janet McKinney) –no one present from committee to report.

B.  Program Committee (Phill Johnson) 

 Phill asked about the proposed cookout at UMKC; he noted that weather could be a problem now.  Deborah thought that spring would be a better time for the cookout.  
The holiday party plans were also mentioned; the committee has not been able to meet about this since Paul and Priscilla have been gone, and Phill is teaching four nights a week.  They have started talking and will set up a conference call to discuss it.  Deborah mentioned that if there are financial decisions that need to be made for the holiday party, the board needs to know by the November 8th meeting.  She said that the program committee usually raises funds from vendors to offset the costs.  Sandra mentioned that CCH, West, Lexis, Armstrong Teasdale, and Sonnenschein have donated in the past.  Frances Schach mentioned that there has been a folder with information on planning the holiday party.  Deborah said that Phill could talk to Dale (she has offered to host and plan the holiday party) and see if she can obtain donations.  Phill said he would check with Dale to see if she has the planning folder.  Frances also pointed out that when she was on the program committee, she started soliciting donations in August because the vendors need to include it in their budgets; Deborah agreed that she had also done this when she was on the committee.  The holiday party is scheduled for Friday, December 9th.  
The question of another happy hour was raised; Phill said that there would be another one and asked for preferences on location.  No one had a preference, so he will decide the location of the next happy hour event.  

VI.  Old Business 

A .  Charitable Donations – Decision as to the Holidays
Deborah brought up the charity drives for Spofford House that KCALL participated in during the summer.  At the last board meeting, she was not certain whether having the summer charity drive replaced the traditional drive at the holiday party, or if it was in addition to a charity drive at the holiday party.  
Ruth Gervais thought that the charity drives for Spofford were in addition to the drive at the holiday party, and thought it would be a good idea to have a charity drive at the holiday party.  
Tom Marsh also liked the idea of doing another drive during the holiday party, and there was a general consensus among the members present.   The question was raised of which charity would benefit in the event of a holiday charity drive.  Someone mentioned that we gave to City Union Mission last year.  Ruth liked the idea of staying with Spofford House as our charity.  Deborah mentioned that due to people giving to hurricane victims, a lot of charity money was leaving the city, so that local charities are probably suffering as a result.  Frances mentioned that Spofford House lists their needs on their website each month.  
Sandra made a motion to participate in a charity drive at the holiday party for Spofford House and retain Spofford as a connection to our organization.  This motion was discussed.  Tom pointed out that we have helped City Union Mission the last two years at the holidays.  Deborah wondered if City Union Mission might suffer if we don’t donate to them this year.  Ruth pointed out that Deanna Long and Joan Thomas are more involved in setting up the charity drive, and they should be consulted.  There was also a concern on making a decision when so few KCALL members were present.  Sandra amended her motion: that we would participate in a charity drive at the holiday party, but that the board should decide who the recipient will be.  Deborah restated the motion, that we would  participate in a charity drive, and that the recipient will be decided by the board after consultation with KCALL members who have organized it in the past and understand the financial connections we may have formed in the past with charitable organizations.  The motion was carried.  
B. Nominating Committee (Frances Schach)
Board Member Frances Schach, Ginger Schulmeister, and Cindy Crary make up the nominating committee this year.  Frances presented the slate of officers: 

Vice-President/President-Elect: Debbie Steele, Jackson County Law Library

Secretary: Ruth Gervais, Polsinelli Shalton Welte Suelthaus

Treasurer: Sandra Berman, UMKC Law Library

Board Member (2006-2007): John Pickett, Johnson County Law Library; and Blake Wilson, Polsinelli Shalton Welte Suelthaus

Deborah mentioned that it was up to Secretary Debbie Steele to draw up the ballots.  Debbie pointed out that this year’s ballots would be sent by postal mail rather than e-mail, since there are two candidates for Board Member.  It was clarified that the Board Member position was for two years (2006-2007) and that each Board Member’s term overlaps by one year. 

Sandra said she would send out membership renewals in November so that members can bring their dues to the holiday party in December.
C.  Holiday Event (Dale Magariel or Phill Johnson)—already discussed under Program Committee and Old Business
VII. New Business     

A. News, Kudos—No member news; Deborah said if anyone had any news, to please e-mail it to Janet McKinney for posting on the website. 
B. Other? –No other new business
VIII.   Thank you to Thomas Marsh, the library staff and firm of Sonnenschein, Nath and Rosenthal for hosting the meeting today—as usual, Tom comes through!
XI.  Adjourn Business Meeting

The meeting was adjourned by Deborah Showalter-Johnson at 12:24 p.m.  Phill Johnson presented the program “After the Fall”, a review of the new bankruptcy legislation passed on October 17, 2005.
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